
ELEVEN FACTORS OF NEWSWORTHINESS 

Eleven factors determine the newsworthiness of information 

• Timeliness 
• Proximity 
• Exceptional quality 
• Possible future impact 
• Prominence 
• Conflict 
• The number of people involved or affected 
• Consequence 
• Human interest 
• Pathos 
• Shock value 

 
Timeliness 
News is what’s new.  An afternoon flood in the city’s main street may warrant a live 
report during the 6pm news.  However, tomorrow, unless there are major new 
developments, the same story will probably not be important enough to mention 
 
Proximity 
If two people in your class are expelled you will undoubtedly consider it news.  But if 
two people in Nepal are expelled, or some other distant place you’ve never heard of, 
it will probably pass unnoticed.  But, there are exceptions. 
 
Exceptional quality  
For example, if the people in Nepal were expelled because they bullied other 
students this would not be nearly so newsworthy as if they were expelled because 
they had planted life threatening bacteria in to the school’s canteen food.  
Exceptional quality refers to how uncommon an event is.   A child getting a new 
puppy is not news – unless it is the world’s first virtual reality puppy. 
 
Possible Future Impact 
The contaminated food example illustrates another news element: possible future 
impact.  The fact that a new strain of bacteria may eventually be a threat to people 
watching the news (e.g. bird flu), or to their relatives living elsewhere, makes the 
story much more newsworthy. 
 
Prominence 
Chemical sabotaging of canteen food is also much more likely to be of interest to 
local media if someone prominent is involved – possibly a movie star or a well known 
politician (e.g. the attack happened occurred when Angelina Jolie was visiting the 
school on a charity mission). When Prince William got married it was news: if Joe 
Blow, your next-door neighbour, gets married, it probably isn’t. 
 
  



Conflict 
Conflict in its many forms has long held the interest of many a soap opera viewer, 
sports fan and newsreader.  The conflict may be physical or emotional.  It can be 
open, overt conflict, such as a race riot in Cronulla, or it may be ideological conflict 
between political candidates. The conflict could be as simple as a person standing on 
their principles and spending a year ‘fighting local council’ over a parking ticket.  In 
addition ‘people against people’ conflict, there can be conflict with wild animals, 
nature, or the environment. 
 
The number of people involved or affected 
The more people involved in any event the more newsworthy it is likely to be. Five 
people demonstrating against developments approved in Petersham is less likely to 
be newsworthy than hundreds of Sydneysiders protesting against the construction of 
a desalination plant. Likewise, the more people affected by an event, whether it’s a 
natural disaster or a change in the age that people can legally be allowed to drive a 
car, the more newsworthy the story is. 
 
Consequence 
The fact that a possum was electrocuted on a power line isn’t news unless, as a 
consequence, a fire started that threatens to get out of control and burn thousands 
of hectares of local bushland.  The fact that a bank website is hacked may not 
become major news until a serious threat to customers’ accounts and personal 
details is identified. 
 
Human Interest 
Human interest stories are generally considered to be “soft news”.  Examples would 
be a Bollywood star winning Big Brother, a group of pensioners crossing the 
Nullarbor Plain on foot, or a girl who raises bats as pets. On a slow news day even a 
story of fire fighters getting a cat out of at tree might make a suitable story.  Human 
interest angles can be found in most hard news stories. 
 
Pathos 
The fact that people like to hear about the misfortunes of others can’t be denied.  
Stories that elicit feelings of pity, sorrow, sympathy and compassion are often called 
‘tear jerkers’.  Examples are a little girl who was disfigured in a car accident; the 
mother whose son moved back home and threw her out; the kitten cruelly attacked 
by soldiers. These sorts of stories may involve not just people but also animals, the 
environment, and old buildings or special sites. 
 
Shock value 
An explosion in a building has less shock value if it was caused by a gas leak than if 
it was caused by a terrorist driving a plane into the building.  The story of a girl in 
New Zealand bludgeoning her own mother to death has more shock (and therefore 
news) value than if her mother had died in a car accident. Both shock value and the 
titillation factor are well known to tabloid news organisations. The lure of these two 
factors is also related to some stories getting inordinate attention (e.g. the death this 
week of Reeva Steenkamp, the girlfriend of Olympian Oscar Pistorius). 


